
Abundant Blessings 
I remember having a conversation with 
God the night before my ordination. I 
told Him, “I’ve given up so much that I 
value to follow you; wife, children, 
money, homeland...” Although I did not 
use these words, I was wondering, “What 
is in it for me?” 

This year, my first serving as a priest, 
has been the most incredible year of my 
life. I thought being a priest meant being 
lonely, bored, and poor.  I have found 
the opposite to be true. I think every 
human being is looking for intimacy, 
which means to meet another person at 
the deepest level of the heart. Although I 
have experienced some loneliness, which 
everyone does, my life is full of caring 
relationships with amazing people, the 
deepest with God himself. I feel like I am 
the richest man in the world when it 
comes to God’s grace and blessings. The 
Lord truly has blessed my life “a hundred 
times more now in this present age.” 

Not only has God shown me the beauty 
of serving His people as a priest. The 
Lord always keeps His promises. When 

we truly make sacrifices to 
follow Him, He will bless us. 
These blessings may not 
come in the way we expect, 
but they will be abundant.   

Following Jesus does not 
mean that every worry will 
be taken away and that we 
will never suffer. Jesus 
never promised that. In 
fact, He tells us that to 
follow Him we must 
pick up our cross 
daily. We should not be surprised by 
crosses and suffering when we follow 
Jesus. I have endured challenges and 
problems in my life. 

Despite some very heavy crosses, I still 
feel blessed beyond belief. Let us not 
count the cost to follow Jesus because He 
will carry us through any trial or 
suffering, and He will also give us peace 
and joy that we never experience in the 
things of this world. It is impossible to 
outdo God in generosity. 

Fr. Fernando V. Solomon, Jr 
Ordained May 29, 2021 

Fulfilled as a Priest 
My first year as a priest has been to say 
the least very eye opening. When you’re 
going through seminary, you only ever 
see the parish life and the life of a priest 
for only a couple months out of the year. 
You do not really experience what it is 
like to live and minister among the 
people.  

For my first year as a priest, it has been 
a time of many rewards but also some 
challenges. My rewards come from being 
able to be with the people at the best 
times in their life but also the worst 
times in their life. It is the simple things, 
I think, that bring the most rewards to 
me as a priest. For example, every 
Sunday, I go to some parishioners’ 
home, where I share a family dinner with 
them and their children. To be welcomed 

into a family has been so 
rewarding.  

Now some challenges 
that I mentioned 
include adjusting to 
rectory life and the first 
time giving someone 
last rites. What do I say 

to this family whose loved one is about 
to pass away. But it is  in those moments 
that our Lord helps us get through. It’s in 
those challenging moments that his 
grace is poured out upon the family in 
need and me. It seems challenging at the 
time, but I walk away with a great sense 
of peace.  

Being a priest, even though it’s only been 
a year, has given me some of the best 
moments of my life, and I would not 
trade any of it away. They told us in 
seminary that your worst day as a priest 
will be better than your best day as a 
seminarian. They were right! There is not 
a day of my priesthood in which I get to 
minister to the people of our great 
diocese when I am not fulfilled. I think 
that’s what being a priest is all about, 
serving with that same love that Christ 
gave and allowing others to receive that 
love in return.  

Father Matthew Conger 
Ordained May 29, 2021 
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Easter 
April 17, 2022 

Vocations  

Committee 
Rev. Jude Nnadibu-
agha, Larry & The-
resa Crowe, Dcn. 
Jim & Rita Crowley, 
Lil Daily, Dcn. Dave 
Demers, Clare Mur-
dock, Dcn. Rod 
Roca, Mary Sovie, 
Jesse Sovie 

Please join us for the Holy Hour for Vocations every 
Thursday before the first Friday of the month at 7 p.m. in 

the Dcn. Winter Chapel at St. Mary’s Cathedral! 



Absolute and Indispensable Truth 
Two biblical episodes concern Samuel and the 

disciples of Jesus. In the first case, it is a child who 

dwells in the temple of the Lord, whose priest is 

Eli, who hears at night that he is being called and, 

after having misunderstood the origin of that voice, 

realizes that it is God’s voice. God did not emit 

unclear sounds, but correctly pronounced his 

name: Samuel, which in Hebrew means “Name of 

God” (1 Sam. 3). In short, before God calls him, he 

already destined him to be a prophet and 

judge. He will be famous above all because the 

choice of the first king of Israel, Saul, will depend 

on him. God takes the initiative on this child, 

manifesting himself and trusting despite his young 

age. Samuel’s free response is very crucial in this 

new project initiated by God. How are you 

discerning the will of God in your life?  

In the Gospel of John 1:35 - 42, it is John's 

disciples who ask Jesus to allow them greater 

confidence, communion, spontaneity in 

relationships, to the point of asking: Lord, where 

do you live? Jesus noticed they were looking for 

something, following him and asks them, “What 

are you looking for?” Not, who are you looking for, 

but exactly what. What reality do you follow and by 

what do you ask to be satisfied? Did John's 

disciples attempt to acquire material wealth? Did 

they want certainty in terms of salvation or 

spirituality or the forgiveness of sins announced by 

the Baptist? They wanted none of these, they 

wanted to know where Jesus was staying. And 

Jesus honors them, granting their request. In 

another circumstance, during the mission from 

Samaria to Jerusalem, to a stranger who shows full 

willingness to follow him wherever he goes, Jesus 

will respond in a different way: “Foxes have their 

dens and birds their nests, but the son of Man has 

nowhere to lay His head” (Matt 8:20; Lk 9: 58), 

probably because Jesus saw in him an ambition 

rather than a rooted and enthusiastic 

decision. Here, however, Jesus realizes that John's 

disciples are determined; they intend to enter a 

relationship with him and not to be satisfied with 

ephemeral and fleeting truths or any other 

expedient.  

A moment with Christ is of special importance to 

them and takes precedence over any other desire 

or aspiration. They do not ask Jesus for forgiveness 

of sins confessed in John’s baptism which only He, 

the Messiah, could give. They ask to live the reality 

of Jesus as “the Lamb who takes away the sins of 

the world”, that is, the truth that saves from 

slavery to sin and sets free. As Saint Paul will later 

say, “faith comes from hearing” (Rom 10:17), and 

perhaps in this circumstance the two disciples 

embody this announcement, that of Christ the 

Messiah and Savior with integrity of life since they 

decided to stay and listen to Jesus, and it was 

about “the tenth hour”, that is, the moment of 

recovery, strength, and decision. 

In these two perspectives of vocation, there are 

differences, but an underlying thread is always 

God’s plan and our response to this saving 

initiative. Answering God’s call is the most 

beautiful thing that ever happened in my life. My 

joy and happiness come as fruits of prayer and 

fraternal communion. I have a great God and keep 

encountering wonderful brothers and sisters who 

help in my daily response to God’s call. In our 

vocations the only one who takes the initiative of 

calling us is God. He alone knows us fully, 

mastering our state of mind and scrutinizing our 

paths to profound intimacy. He alone calls us and 

defines a project for us. As in the case of Samuel, 

God shows everyone the meaning of their lives, the 

dimension, the project to be pursued and 

implemented. In other words, only God calls and 

our response is not in reality our choices but our 

vocation. Regardless of the specific nature of our 

call, God wants to propose himself to us as the 

absolute and indispensable truth in which to live 

and in which to trust.  

In responding to God’s call, I have been able to 

discover answers to man’s existential questions 

that have always hindered man’s serenity, that is, 

questions about the meaning of life. Who am 

I? What is my place in the world? Where do I come 

from?  Where am I going? The answer to these 

existential questions I discover in God, since 

without a Transcendent Being they would have no 

value, life would be meaningless.   

To live a vocation however means abandoning 

ourselves daily to God who calls us, active faith, 

and the following of Christ more closely. Only the 

certainty of God's call (or more precisely vocation) 

gives us the certainty of having been conceived 

from eternity to be destined first to 

eternal life; only the security of not 

being abandoned to fate and chance 

offers us the guarantee of having this 

destiny— 

a love project. To discover the truth 

of this project, we must look at Jesus 

with confidence! 

Reverend Jude Nnadibuagha 
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